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INSPIRING HOMES WITH HEART ROOM TO IMPROVE
A granny flat, a duplex and a light-filled
. \ basement transformation
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As the arc

Nitecture of the home
e Doxy, it was nice to
' apose those angles with the
arcnes of the pendant lighting”
BRIANNA SANDSTROM, INTERIORDESIGNER

S quite

Ithough it was located on 4 gencrous bloc),
in Sydney’s inner west, the house that
Samantha Curtis and David Frency
purchased in 2018 was completely
unsuitable for human habitation when they
first encountered it.

“We had been searching for a family home in the area, but
were unable to find anything with a double garage and a smull
backyard, so 14 started looking at some very rundown houses
with larger block sizes with the intention of renovating when
we found this one,” says Samantha. “This place was completcly
unliveable and full of asbestos, with rotten Rooring and exposed
wiring"” Given the state of the property, it required a full
knockdown and rebuild, a process the local council agreed to
despite the property being in a conservation area. However,
heritage aspects still had to be incorporated into the facade to
ensure it was consistent with the suburb and street.

The couple engaged building designers Norrsken Ko to duaf
up plans for the rebuild, prioritising a functional layou
robust materials palette, with plenty of room for the family to
grow. They recommended interior designer Brianna Sandstrom
0 oversee the interiors, “We had absolutely no building
experience and didn't realise what a big undertaking this would
be. says Samantha. “Luckily, we started the process before we
had children, so T was able to work through the more time-
consuming details with Brianna while I was on maternity

Brianna was tasked with creating a modern interior acsthetic
incorporating Samantha fvourite colour ~ green ~ into the
scheme. “I made a few specific Pinterest boards that I shared
with Brianna,”says Samantha. “For the kitchen, | had sclected
many clements from various sources, such as V-groove pancls,
the colour scheme, isand design and brass hardware. The
bathrooms were casier, with some statement vasity examples
and designs that could bring in my love for green marble.”
Additionally, David had one very specific request for Briana:

a spores bar at the front of the house. *“The sports bar was to be
a stundalone space with an old-world feel;” she says, “and we
weren't affaid to use vasdly different material in that space. such
s recycled brick, dark blue walls and walnut joinery”

‘The completed interiors now feature polished aggregitc
conerete flooring, exposed brick, nauralstone slabs and plenty
o et adding imbet accens i the ued oiney. b
e s A kA o i
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the arches of the pendant lighting” Aged-brass handles and
tapware completes the look.

The powwder room, main bathroom and ensuite also feature
elegant aesthetics with luxurious detiling. “The main bathroom
had to be fanctional for the family yet sophisticated. We
achieved this with a muted sage green, grey porcelain wallles,
charcoal porcelain floor tles and brushed brass pware,
accessories and handles,” says Brianna. “The fluted vanity creates
texture and the various tones of it pair expertly with the jade
marble top. Functionality and storage are important in a main
bathroom and we were able to incorporate this by designing the
vanity with 3 tll cupboard and laundry chute’”

For Samantha and David, this property is now more than juse 4 X’

a home — it a place where they have experienced exponential s o S
change since they purchased it. “Our lifestyles changed 4 1 : A
drastically in the space of the three years between buying and "y 2 ) |
‘moving in. When we bought the house [ wasn't even pregnant e I
and now we have two kids and Covid has changed the way we
work,” says Samantha. “There are definitely some child-proofing
changes I would make, such as blocking stir access and having.
Bt We would
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